STUBLACH GAS STORAGE PROJECT

MINUTES OF LOCAL LIAISON COMMITTEE

MEETING

 (LLC) 

HELD

WEDNESDAY, 13 FEBRUARY 2008

AT LACH DENNIS VILLAGE HALL
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Julia Wilson
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INEOS Enterprises

Jacques Badet


Gaz de France

Rachel Jackson

Gaz de France
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Jean Groom


Rudheath Parish Council

Theresa Cash


Lach Dennis Parish Council

David Rouse


Lostock Parish Council

Neil Brow


INEOS Enterprises

Craig Welsh


INEOS Enterprises

Richard Ellison

Vale Royal Borough Council

Steve Molloy


Cheshire County Council Planning Officer

	1.  INTRODUCTIONS AND ADMINISTRATION


In N Brow’s holiday absence Alan Leadbetter confirmed he would chair the meeting.  A Leadbetter welcomed everyone to the meeting and around the table introductions conducted for the benefit of new attendees. 

2.  REVIEW OF LAST MEETING MINUTES

There were no outstanding actions from the previous meeting’s minutes.

3.  COMMUNITY FUND

Jacques Badet confirmed that discussions had taken place at a high level within Gaz de France with the outcome that for the Stublach Gas Storage Project, Gaz de France would offer a £20Kpa community fund during the first years of construction of the project.  J Badet concluded that the fund would run from the 1 April and that Kate Stewart from the Cheshire Community  Council Community Fund group would attend the next meeting. Gaz de France would set out the parameters and criteria for the fund and the LLC would act as ‘filter’ for proposals.  This was well accepted amongst the committee members.

4.  VIDEO – UNDERGROUND NATURAL GAS STORAGE

Gaz de France showed a video that showed in detail the principles of Gas Storage at their plant at Etrez in France.

Following the video the LLC committee members questions were as follows:

Q. John Beecroft – How many caverns does Gaz de France operate?

A.  Jacques Badet confirmed they have 18 at Etrez, 14 at Tersanne and 7 at Manosque  in France and 4 in Germany.

Q. J Hardman – What was the process for dehydrating gas?

A. R Stevenson – The process involved glycol for the dehydration of the water.  The Glycol absorbs the water and is regenerated/reactivated using heat.

To commemorate Gaz de France celebrating 50 years of operation a book was handed out to each LLC member.

5.   PROJECT UPDATE

A Leadbetter commented that the Civil Enabling Road infrastructure work was completed and the project was now moving into it’s next phase of Well site preparation.

This phase will involve Wrenco preparing the wellsite compounds and

Murphy’s constructing the drilling pad-.  These activities are expected to continue until mid 2008.  Drilling activities are scheduled to commence on site in April. The preparation of the construction compound and drilling work will result in a increase of manpower on site.  However, as the King St Entrance is complete with a gatehouse and security personnel, all access for the SGSP project will be via King St with the aim to keep impact on the local community to a minimum.

Changes to Project Ownership

A Leadbetter confirmed that Ineos had now handed over the project to Gaz de France.  Gaz de France’s main site contractor would be Costain Oil Gas and Process Limited and that their team would be located on the site from March. 

A Leadbetter confirmed that the Costain Project Manager would attend the next LLC. M Boag-Munroe asked if the site would be covered by CDM and this was confirmed that all site activities would be carried out under CDM regulations.

John Beecroft asked if the problems associated with the EON project regarding light contamination during drilling could be considered.  A Leadbetter responded to say that the SGSP project would definitely take on board all previous learning.

Rob Brookfield commented that Cheshire County Council would be conducting noise level tests prior to and during drilling.

R Stevenson commented that there had been significant activity in hedgerow planting and this was progressing well, weather dependent.

6.    TRANSFER OF RESPONSIBILITY

A Leadbetter confirmed that by the end of February Costain would become the Principal Contractor on the Stublach site.  Ineos would still be involved and would be advising Gaz de France in a technical consultancy role. A Leadbetter would be transferring from Ineos to Gaz de France to assist this transition.

Contact for all issues concerning site activities would transfer from Richard Stevenson to John O’Donnell who is based at the Gaz de France office at Rudheath c/o tel no 01606 43317.

Point of contact for the LLC meeting would transfer from Maria Neve to Rachel Jackson of Gaz de France tel 01606 43317.

A Leadbetter commented that Neil Brow had offered to continue to chair this meeting and this proposal was warmly accepted by the members.
To conclude A Leadbetter confirmed attendees at the next meeting would include:

Neil Brow – Ineos, LLC Chairman

Jacques Badet – Gaz de France, Managing Director

Richard Stevenson – Ineos, Tenant Interface

Alan Leadbetter – Gaz de France, Technical Director

John O’Donnel – Gaz de France,  Site Manager

Rachel Jackson – Gaz de France, LLC secretary
David Richardson – Costain, Project Manager

7.   OPEN FORUM

A Leadbetter outlined the written response sent to Theresa Cash regarding a complaint from residents on Common Lane. The complaint was associated with lorries passing residents houses at 6.00 am, lorries travelling to fast down Common Lane and lorries arriving in quick succession at INEOS’ Hulme Hall Site. A Leadbetter confirmed the vehicles on Common Lane at 6.00 am where not associated with INEOS’ Hulme Hall project. A letter has been sent to the haulage contractors delivering stone to INEOS’ Hulme Hall reminding them of the speed limit in the area and the need for it to be strictly enforced. With regard to the lorries arriving in succession, INEOS confirmed the 5 of the 8 lorries reported were associated with the work at Hulme Hall but daily delivery numbers are never exceeded . 

A Leadbetter confirmed that the issues raised were not linked to the SGSP all vehicle deliveries will be via the new King Street site entrance..

John Beecroft raised the use of a ‘Complaints Log’ similar to the one used on the EON project.  A Leadbetter commented that one would be set up in readiness for the next LLC meeting.

John Hardman asked what remedial work would be undertaken to the verges on Common Lane.  A Leadbetter said he would take this for discussion with Neil Brow and the EON project.

Rod Brookfield commented that normally it is Cheshire Highways who would reinstate verges etc and where possible a contribution would be sought from the ‘offending’ contractor.  Richard Stevenson asked the members to ask the community to note the number plates of any vehicles seen to be driving in an irresponsible manner so that this can be traced and progressed as appropriate.

M Boag-Munroe asked if brine off loads points been agreed.  A Leadbetter confirmed that options were being reviewed currently.

John Beecroft asked about the demolition status of Stublach Grange Farm.  

A Leadbetter confirmed that the most of the buildings would be demolished over the next months, with the possible exception of some of the larger barns, which may be retained for storage.

Richard Stevenson commented that there was now a sign at the King St entrance stating ‘SGSP’.  This sign is purely for the purpose of assisting  drivers to site. He asked the LLC members to ensure that any possible misconceptions of what the sign stands for are dispelled.

Ian Appleyard asked about the situation with Hulme Hall.  Alan Leadbetter commented that the civil enabling work was taking place and that the drilling contractor would commence work on site on 1 April.

8.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Wednesday, 16 April  at 4pm, Lach Dennis Village Hall

MARIA NEVE

14 Feb 2008

Circulation:

Attendees/apologies plus Northwich and Middlewich Libraries
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