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STUBLACH GAS STORAGE PROJECT

MINUTES OF LOCAL LIAISON COMMITTEE MEETING (LLC)

HELD WEDNESDAY 18TH JUNE 2008 AT LACH DENNIS VILLAGE HALL

Chair:

Neil Brow


INEOS

Attendees: 

Peter Clayburn



Richard Ellison

Vale Royal Borough Council
Maureen Wade

Rudheath Parish Council

Julia Wilson


Allostock Parish Council

Ian Appleyard

Allostock Parish Council
John Beecroft

Byley Council
Mike Boag-Munroe

Cranage Parish Council

Rod Brookfield

Cheshire County Council
Richard Stevenson

INEOS

Alan Leadbetter

GDF Storage 

Jacques Badet 

GDF Storage

Keith Harsham

GDF Storage

John O’Donnell

GDF Storage

Rachel Jackson

GDF Storage

Apologies/ Non attendees:

Bob Robinson

Northwich Parish Council

Tom Davies


Northwich Parish Council

Jean Groom


Rudheath Parish Council

Theresa Cash

Lach Dennis Parish Council

David Rouse


Lostock Parish Council

  Steve Molloy


Cheshire County Council Planning Officer
John Hardman

Lach Dennis Parish Council

Kate Stewart


Cheshire Community Council
Dave Richardson

Costain

	1. INTRODUCTIONS AND ADMINISTRATION

N Brow welcomed everybody to the meeting.

2. ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

N Brow reviewed actions from the last meeting.

The GDF Storage Limited Environmental Fund brochure was included in the last set of minutes sent by R Jackson on 12th May 2008. The fund has also become a permanent item on the agenda and will be addressed under Environmental Fund, item 3.

Plumley Parish Council’s request to join the LLC meetings and to apply to the Environmental Fund has been officially declined in a letter issued by GDF Storage Limited.

3. ENVIROMENTAL FUND

Rod Brookfield provided an update in Kate Stewart’s absence.

The procedure for assessing applications will be that the Cheshire Community Action (CCA) will provide a synopsis of each application. These will be presented to the members of the LLC who will then discuss the associated merits of each application. It is then down to the members to vote on applications that they wish to support and those that they wish to decline. It has been agreed that those belonging to the parish that have applied will be excluded from the vote. This also applies to M Boag-Munroe who is from the parish of Cranage which is not eligible for the fund. GDF Storage Limited will be permitted one vote.

The CCA received two applications to the Environmental fund:

1. Allostock Social Committee

Application for the installation of a new suspended ceiling and concealed lighting system. The amount requested for this project was £3000. The rationale for this application was that the hall would appear more attractive, enhance the recently installed central heating system and reduce the carbon foot print by reducing heat loss. It would also improve the acoustics of the hall. 

The application was discussed and it was considered that the project would have a positive impact on the community of Allostock and it was approved with a vote of 5 persons in favour.

2. Rudheath Parish Council

Application for a contribution towards the refurbishment of a junior play area with facilities for both able bodied and disabled children. The total cost of this project is £80,000.

Maureen Wade was able to confirm that the play area receives no funding from the Vale Royal Borough Council and that local people have so far managed to raise £50,000 towards the total cost. The rationale for this application was that it would improve the fitness of young people and their families. With parents accompanying their children, family values would be encouraged. The project is not exclusive as it includes all ages and abilities. 

Neil Brow asked Maureen Wade what the development plan was for the project. Maureen replied that the area is used as a play area and to hold professional fireworks displays in November. The area has so far been tarmaced and the bases for the play equipment, railings and seats have all been installed. The parish council is hopeful to have the park opened by this years summer holiday. The area will be subject to weekly checks and maintenance by a playing fields committee. 

As the application asked for a contribution, R Brookfield recommended a percentage of the overall cost be contributed. Members of the LLC were concerned with spending too much of the fund whilst other applications remain to come in. It was therefore decided to match the Allostock application by donating £3000 and the vote was again carried with 5 in favour.

4. STUBLACH SITE MONITORING FEEDBACK BY CCC
R Brookfield confirmed that he has carried out two monitoring reports on the site and these will be published in 1 week’s time. The first visit was on 21st May when R Brookfield discussed the planning permission that was required. This included permission for increased traffic movements which was due to take place today (18th June 2008) to allow concrete pour on the wellheads however, this has been postponed due to weather conditions. The second visit took place on 9th June. R Brookfield was accompanied by a landscape advisor. Overall the site is considered to be in good condition, there was a small issue regarding the height of the grass around the entrance. Once the highways agency is satisfied with the height then they will take over the maintenance of this area. R Brookfield also monitored noise from the drilling rig and the 20 mile per hour speed restriction that’s in place. 

There will be one more site visit before the next LLC meeting.

R Brookfield envisages minor changes of the next 12 – 18 months but these will be discussed in-house as and when they arise.

5. PROJECT PROGRESS REPORT

AL provided an overview of the project to date and future works:

At present there are 4 key contractors on site Costain (Managing the site on behalf of GDF Storage Limited), BDF (responsible for the drilling), Entrepose (responsible for the underground pipeline) and Dew (responsible for the civil works). In the next 2 months the mechanical, electrical installation contract will be placed. Numbers on site are at present around 150 personnel and this is set to increase with the arrival of the mechanical / electrical contractor. Numbers on site are set to peak over the next 2 months and then reduce in the third or fourth quarter.

The bulk of the construction work will be completed this year which includes the reinstatement of the corridors. The final installations are forecast for the first half of 2009.

Mike Boag-Munroe asked when the cable would be laid.

Alan Leadbetter confirmed that this would be July/August

John O’Donnell confirmed that the ducts are already installed for this activity.

6. COMPLAINTS/ PROCEDURE

Procedure:

R Jackson distributed contact details

A duty Manager will pick up any messages received – this can be via the telephone numbers indicated or the e-mail addresses. R Brookfield is an alternative contact that can be used should you feel uncomfortable contacting GDF Storage directly.

Complaints:

R Brookfield informed attendees about an anonymous letter that had been forwarded to him by the Middlewich Guardian newspaper regarding dead newts at the Stublach site. R Brookfield explained that as the letter is anonymous, it is the Cheshire County Councils policy that they do not respond and as such this letter will be taken no further. R Brookfield has replied to the Middlewich Guardian in writing to confirm that both GDF and E-ON are compliant, have licences to remove the newts and employ experts when dealing with such matters. He directed readers of the newspaper to look at the community funds of GDF and E-ON as an example of the high regard that both companies hold towards their local communities.

Complaints log:

1. Roger Shaw registered a complaint regarding the restoration works taking place on Moss Lane. There have been tanker movements reported early in the morning. This was investigated on the days in question to see whether it was BDF (responsible for the brine and water) and the days in question did not correspond with BDF’s movements. It was confirmed that the tanker movements were associated with INEOS activities and INEOS consequently responded to Mr Shaw’s complaint.

2. Mrs Hulse registered a complaint regarding the corridor at Lach Dennis. E-ON have ongoing works to install a new cable in the centre of the village. Work will be focussed upon that area until the end of June. A Leadbetter emphasised that work is being carried out with the aim of completing as soon as possible with minimal disruption. R Stevenson confirmed that a letter has been sent to and received by Mrs Hulse explaining this situation. Furthermore, Mrs Hulse’s request for work to commence after 8am has been accepted by GDF Storage and A Leadbetter has informed the team responsible for work in this area.

N Brow asked will the Lach Dennis area be complete after the area has been reinstated.

A Leadbetter confirmed that once this is complete then GDF Storage will pull out of the area. 

Mike Boag-Munroe asked how long this would take.

R Stevenson replied that it would be around 6 weeks but this is weather dependant. A Leadbetter confirmed this replying that they are already 2 weeks in which leaves 4 weeks remaining.

3. John Beecroft raised the issue regarding the lighting associated with the Drilling Operation. He asked that the spot lights be positioned to shine on the ground and not face outwards. He asked whether this could be monitored for 1 week and then reviewed.

John O’Donnell asked if J Beecroft could confirm the dates of this complaint. In the last few days the rig has been moved which could explain why the angle of the lights had changed. 

The angle of the lighting was confirmed as Buckley Avenue, Drakelow.

7. OPEN FORUM
J Beecroft complimented GDF Storage on the state of site. He considered the site to look good, clean and tidy.

Mike Boag-Munroe asked whether the dead trees in the corridor would be removed.

R Stevenson explained that environmentalists prefer dead trees to remain as they provide a habitat for organisms to live. The trees will only be removed if they are considered to be a hazard. 

R Brookfield confirmed that there is a schedule for tree felling that must be approved and recorded before any tree is removed.

J Beecroft asked if GDF Storage use a local contractor for their tree works. A Leadbetter confirmed that it is a small contractor from Crewe that is used who has worked for INEOS over the last 8 years.
Date of next LLC meeting:

Wednesday 13th August at 4pm, Lach Dennis Village Hall
Rachel Jackson

07/07/2008
Circulation:

Attendees/ apologies plus Northwich and Middlewich libraries

GDFS website TBC
	Actions

R Jackson to include contact details in the minutes

J O’Donnell to investigate and provide feedback




Contact Details

	OFFICE HOURS

During office hours 09.00 – 17.00 please ring;

01606 814680


	OUT OF OFFICE HOURS

During the hours of 17.00 – 09.00 please ring;

01606 814699



	Write or Email 

Alan Leadbetter

GDF Storage Limited

4 Brunel Court, Rudheath Way

Gadbrook Park, Northwich, CW9 7LP

mail to:Alan.leadbetter@gdfstorage.co.uk
or

mailto:john.odonnel@gdfstorage.co.uk


	Cheshire County Council

Rod Brookfield

Principal Enforcement Officer

Cheshire County Council

Waste & Planning Service

Backford Hall, Chester

CH1 6PZ

01244 975962

rod.brookfield@cheshire.gov.uk



GDF Storage Ltd, a subsidiary company of the Gaz de France Group in the United Kingdom
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