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STUBLACH GAS STORAGE PROJECT

MINUTES OF LOCAL LIAISON COMMITTEE MEETING (LLC)
HELD WEDNESDAY 16TH APRIL 2008 AT LACH DENNIS VILLAGE HALL

Chair:

Neil Brow


INEOS

Attendees: 

John Hardman

Lach Dennis Parish Council

Maureen Wade

Rudheath Parish Council

Julia Wilson


Allostock Parish Council

Ian Appleyard

Allostock Parish Council

Mike Boag-Munroe

Cranage Parish Council

Rod Brookfield

Cheshire County Council
Kate Stewart


Cheshire Community Council
Dave Richardson

Costain

Richard Stevenson

INEOS

Alan Leadbetter

GDF Storage 

Jacques Badet 

GDF Storage

Keith Harsham

GDF Storage

John O’Donnell

GDF Storage

Rachel Jackson

GDF Storage

Apologies/ Non attendees:
John Beecroft


Byley Council
Bob Robinson

Northwich Parish Council
Tom Davies


Northwich Parish Council
Jean Groom


Rudheath Parish Council
Theresa Cash

Lach Dennis Parish Council
David Rouse


Lostock Parish Council
Richard Ellison

Vale Royal Borough Council
  Steve Molloy


Cheshire County Council Planning Officer

	1. INTRODUCTIONS AND ADMINISTRATION

N Brow welcomed everybody to the meeting and around the table introductions were conducted for the benefit of new attendees.
2. ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING
N Brow reviewed actions from the last meeting.

AL/NB stated that damage to road verges on Common Lane would be address by CCC. INEOS offered to contribute to the repair of the verge adjacent to the Hulme Hall site

Brine deliveries to the drilling operations would be from Birches Lane

The route of the road tanker would be as follows

Birches Lane to Stublach – Birches Lane – Pennys Lane – A556 – A530 - Stublach

Stublach to Birches Lane – Stublach - A530 - A556 - Birches Lane - INEOS Site Roads – Moss Lane – Hangmans Lane – Birches Lane  

3. COMMUNITY FUND

Kate Stewart confirmed that she will act as fund administrator. The Cheshire Community Action is a non for profit organisation experienced in grant applications. The GDFS environmental fund will offer up to £20,000 over a 1 year period to finance projects that impact upon the environment in the community. The areas affected by the project are Allostock, Byley, Lach Dennis, Lostock and Rudheath. K Stewart will collate all applications and bring to next LLC meeting to review and vote on ones that will be funded.

Application forms can be found on:

Cheshire Community Action website: http://www.cheshireaction.org.uk/gaz-de-france.php
Or by contacting GDF Storage offices direct on: 01606 814680 and asking for R Jackson.

4. VIDEO – DRILLING OPERATIONS DVD
GDF Storage showed short DVD that showed in detail the principals of drilling for gas storage. 

The principals will be identical with the SGSP.

Copies of the DVD are available.

5. STUBLACH SITE MONITORING BY CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION
R Brookfield confirmed that he will be monitoring the site over the next few years. He will work with GDFS to check compliance with the planning permission conditions. Rod will conduct his first site visit on 21st May 2008 and there will be a further 5 visits over the next 12 months. The number of visits may increase / decrease depending upon circumstances but there will be a minimum of 6 visits for each of the first 3 years. GDFS pay a fee for these visits but there is no charge associated with unplanned visits to investigate a concern raised by the general public. 

R Brookfield will produce monitoring reports of his visits. The format of the report will be a check list and photographs. These are available for public review and can be accessed by calling the council offices.

R Brookfield circulated some examples of previous monitoring reports that he has conducted. He did not receive all of his copies back. He has requested that attendees who have a copy return them at the next LLC on 18th June.

6. PROJECT PROGRESS REPORT

AL gave an update on construction progress

The work on the road infrastructure with Wrenco is coming to an end and they will be leaving site in early May

Murphy Pipelines Ltd are constructing 4 of the 10 well sites

BDF the drilling contractor arrived on site in late March and is now Drilling at the southern end of the site. With the smaller of their two drilling rigs. The larger drilling rig will arrive at mid May.

The site construction compound offices are now operational and GDF and Costain have moved a number of staff into these offices. 

Two key contracts have recently been placed

The first is with a company called Entrepose who will install all of the underground pipework. They are mobilising this week and will begin soil stripping on the pipeline corridors next week

The second contract is with Dew Construction Ltd who will operate as the main civil contractor building the Solution Mining Compound and building of the 6 remaining well-sites

The farm buildings are being demolished. This work will be completed next week

The site is now taking delivery of all the casings for the drilling activities and the underground pipework

A Leadbetter invited questions.

I Appleyard raised the issue of a parish member whose house has been affected by the pipeline works. He has an oak tree which is in heavily water logged soil and attempts to withdraw this excess water have failed.  

RS confirmed this issue was associated with the EON Gas Storage Project and should be addressed by the EON LLC.
M Boag-Munroe inquired about the transfer of responsibility from EON to GDFS. 

A Leadbetter explained that a series of handovers are planned to happen over the next two months in designated areas of Hulse Lane and Stublach. There is a formal process in place for land transfer which complies with Construction Regulations

J Wilson inquired about the boggy ground surrounding the EON pipeline and what is being done about it? 

AL stated that questions associated with EONs plans to resolve the land remediation issues should be presented to the EON LLC. J O’Donnell explained that this has been a learning point and that pre-construction drainage will be installed by GDFS to avoid similar problems.

7. COMPLAINTS/ PROCEDURE
A complaints log has now been established at GDFS offices. The method to make a complaint is to contact GDFS direct during office hours (9am – 5pm) and ask for R Jackson:

GDF Storage Limited

Unit 4 Brunel Court, Rudheath Way,

Gadbrook Park, Northwich

CW9 7LP

Tel: 01606 814 680
R Jackson will compile a list of complaints and J O’Donnell will investigate. Learning from complaints will be fed back to the person that made the complaint.
Or you can contact R Brookfield at the Cheshire Community Council:

Rod Brookfield

Principal Enforcement Officer

Cheshire County Council

Waste & Planning Service

Backford Hall

Chester

CH1 6PZ

01244-975962

rod.brookfield@cheshire.gov.uk
All complaints made to R Brookfield will be treated confidentially. 

A Leadbetter is pleased to announce that to date, there have been no complaints.

8. OPEN FORUM
R Brookfield appealed to members of Lach Dennis Parish Council regarding the hazardous substances application. He explained that INEOS and GDFS are obliged to lease a small area of land for a sub station to electricity companies. This is a paper exercise and has no impact on local residents what so ever. In the past, Lach Dennis Parish Council has objected to such applications. R Brookfield encouraged the council to think hard before placing their vote and not to vote against the application out of habit. The co-operation of Lach Dennis Parish council is encouraged as objections will only delay the process. R Brookfield, R Stevenson and GDFS can be contacted should voters need to discuss the application in more detail.

I Appleyard confirmed that he has received the application and that the next Lach Dennis Parish Council meeting is in 1 month. He will communicate R Brookfield’s request to council members. 

R Brookfield informed the LLC that Plumley Parish Council have an interest in attending the LLC meetings and in the GDFS environmental fund. R Brookfield advised members to oppose their request to join as Plumley is not directly affected by the project.

N Brow asked whether Plumley has received feedback to their request? 

A Leadbetter confirmed that he has received an e-mail and told Plumley that he would raise their request at the LLC meeting today. 

J Badet has invited LLC members on a site visit at the next LLC meeting on 18th June. A minibus will be at Lach Dennis Village Hall at 4pm. Visitors will be transported to site where they will be provided with protective clothing and given a short induction. The LLC meeting will then take place on site, followed by the tour. The meeting and tour will last around 2 hours. Visitors will be driven back to the village hall around 6pm.
Date of next LLC meeting:

Wednesday 16th June at 4pm, Lach Dennis Village Hall/ Stublach site

Rachel Jackson

12/05/2008

Circulation:

Attendees/ apologies plus Northwich and Middlewich libraries

GDFS website TBC
	Actions
RJ to include brochure in minutes.
GDF Storage environmental fund to become permanent item on LLC agenda.

There is currently no 24 hour cover at GDFS offices. N Brow pointed out that if there is a complaint made at the weekend it would not be received until the following week. It has been decided that an out of office contact is necessary. AL to resolve.
N Brow asked for contact sheet to be issued at next LLC. RJ

AL and NB to reply to Plumbley and refuse their request. 

Can refer to KS who can advise them on other funds that they may be eligible for.


GDF Storage Ltd, a subsidiary company of the Gaz de France Group in the United Kingdom

